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EXERCISES SIMPLE PAST VS PAST CONTINUOUS.- 
 

Ex1.- 
 

Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Progressive). 

1. Two days ago, a murder (happen)  in Market Street at about seven pm. 

2. Yesterday, Sherlock Holmes (arrive)  at the crime scene to investigate. 

3. He (ask)  one of the tenants in the house. 

4. »What (do / you)  yesterday at seven?« 

5. »I (watch)  a football match on TV.« 

6. » (be)  you alone?« 

7. »Yes, I (be) .« 

8. » (hear / you)  anything suspicious?« 

9. »Yes, about seven o'clock, two people (argue)  in the hallway. But the football 

match (be)  so interesting. So I just (turn)  up the telly and then (hear / 

not) anything anymore.« 
 
Answers: 
 

Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Progressive). 
1. Two days ago, a murder happened  in Market Street at about seven pm. 
2. Yesterday, Sherlock Holmes arrived  at the crime scene to investigate. 
3. He asked  one of the tenants in the house. 
4. »What were you doing  yesterday at seven?« 
5. »I was watching  a football match on TV.« 
6. » Were  you alone?« 
7. »Yes, I was  .« 
8. » Did you hear  anything suspicious?« 
9. »Yes, about seven o'clock, two people were arguing in the hallway. But the football match was so 

interesting. So I just turned up the telly and then did not hear  anything anymore.« 
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Ex2.- 
 
 
 
Complete the story. Use Simple Present and Present Progressive. 
 

1. It (be)  early in the morning. 

2. Sally (get)  out of bed, (open)  the window and (go)  into the 
bathroom. 

3. Then she (have)  breakfast. 

4. After breakfast, Sally usually (cycle)  to school. 

5. After school, she (go)  back home. 

6. Sally usually (eat)  her lunch at home. 

7. In the afternoons, she first (do)  her homework and then she (meet)  her 
friends in the park. 

8. What (do / she)  now? 

9. She (play)  the guitar. 

10. Her friends (listen)  and some of them (sing)  along. 

11. When Sally (come)  home in the evening, she (have)  dinner and then 

she (watch)  TV. 

12. She (go)  to bed at about 8 o'clock every day. 
 
Answers: 
 

Complete the story. Use Simple Present and Present Progressive. 
1. It is  early in the morning. 
2. Sally gets out of bed, opens the window and goes  into the bathroom. 
3. Then she has  breakfast. 
4. After breakfast, Sally usually cycles  to school. 
5. After school, she goes  back home. 
6. Sally usually eats  her lunch at home. 
7. In the afternoons, she first does her homework and then she meets  her friends in the park. 
8. What is she doing  now? 
9. She is playing  the guitar. 
10. Her friends are listening and some of them are singing  along. 
11. When Sally comes home in the evening, she has dinner and then she watches  TV. 
12. She goes  to bed at about 8 o'clock every day. 
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Ex3.- 
 
 
 
 
 
Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Progressive). 

1. A: »What (do / you)  yesterday at 8 pm?« 

2. B: »I (sit)  in the pub with Sam. Why?« 

3. A: »I (drive)  to the sports centre at that time to play squash with a few friends. As 

we (be)  only three players, I (try)  to ring you to ask if you would like to come as 

well. But I(reach / not)  you at home.« 

4. B: »Why (ring / not / you)  my mobile?« 

5. A: »I actually (want)  to ring your mobile, but by accident I (dial)  William's 

number. He (do / not)  anything special at that moment and really (like)  the idea of 
playing squash with us.« 
 
Answers: 
 

Put the verbs into the correct tense (Simple Past or Past Progressive). 
1. A: »What were you doing  yesterday at 8 pm?« 
2. B: »I was sitting  in the pub with Sam. Why?« 
3. A: »I was driving to the sports centre at that time to play squash with a few friends. As 

we were only three players, I tried to ring you to ask if you would like to come as well. But I did not 
reach  you at home.« 
4. B: »Why did you not ring  my mobile?« 
5. A: »I actually wanted to ring your mobile, but by accident I dialed William's number. He was not 

doinganything special at that moment and really liked  the idea of playing squash with us.« 
 
 
 

https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p2
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p3
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p4
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p6
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p8
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p0
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p1
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p5
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p7
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar/simpas-paspro/exercises?ex06#p9

